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The Processes of Conceptual Comparison in Children Aged 3- 5

Wang Yatong, Zhao Gaoxiang, Li Jia
(Department of Psychology , Henan University , Kafeng, 475000)

Abstract  This research investigated the devedlopment of both commonality and dignable difference. Children aged 3 - 5 regponded to
ether smilar or dissmilar word pairs Then they were asked to determine if commonality , alignable difference or nondignable differ-
ence was available The resultsin Experiment 1 showed that children aged 3 did not show any sgn of adignable difference. Children
aged 4 - 5 have a badc ability to distinguish between commonadities and differences Further research in Experiment 2 provided anoth-
er evidence that children aged 5 showed more sgnificant alignable difference than children aged 4, who just compared parts of word
pairs correctly. Commondity has a priority over dignable difference in the process of dmilarity comparions Findly ,the results were
discussed within the fromework of structurd aigmment.
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An Experimental Research on Search Order Based on Contour

Shao Zhifang, Wang Xiagjia
(Department of Psychology , East China Norma Universty , Shanghai , 200062)

Abstract Contour is an important cue for pattern recognition. Further feature search may have something to do with contour , which
isproduced by parald procesing. In thisresearch, 3 experiments were undertaken to explore the efectsof contour on the searching
sequence. Experiment 1 aims at confirming the key role of contour in visual search. Itsresults show that there exists menta represen-
tation of potentid targetsin visual search. Experiment 2 amsto verify the hypothessthat the new featuresproduced by two figures

overlgpping will accderate visud search. The results show that athowgh the figures' overlgoping may produce new features, these
byproducts may not make search faster. An dternative hypothedsisintroduced that contour has efectson the searching sequence. On
the badsof contour , the search of digtinct featuresfollows thisorder : in the outer band of contour—along contour —n the inner band
of contour. Experiment 3 further tests this hypotheds.

Key words: visual search, contour , searching sequence, outer band of contour , inner band of contour



