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The deception of the rang is bitterness for the bear.

Told by Yang Xiu-gong

They say that the rang liked to eat bear’s flesh.  Seeking a way to trick the bear he said, “Over there is a tree, which someone has chopped and split open, and the bees have gone and settled inside.  Let us two go and get the honey to eat”.  The bear said, “All right.”  So the rang took the bear along and they reached the tree that had been chopped.  The rang said, “The bees are here.  You ease your tail in first and poke, then have a lick”.  The bear eased his tail in and poked, but the rang on the other side of the tree took salt and sprinkled it on the bear’s tail.  The bear pulled his tail out and licked it.  The bear said, “It certainly tastes!” The rang said, “You poke hard!” so the bear poked hard, but the rang on the far side was also working hard. He pulled out the wedge and caught the bear’s tail in the tree.  Today bears have no tails and it comes from this incident.
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