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How the eagle carried the man out of Dragon-land.

Told by Yang Xiu-gong.

Introduction.

The mountainous country occupied by the Miao in Yunnan and Guizhou is full of potholes and caves.  From time to time cattle, and even people, fall into them.  This story concerns a man who, while out hunting, fell into such a hole and dropped right down into an underground world, the abode of dragons.  Having been rescued by an eagle he promised that, in the future, it would be in order for the eagle to come and take the occasional lamb or piglet from his farm by way of thanks for his help.  This idea links this story to the previous one where, for the same reason, the wild cat was accorded a similar privilege.
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