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Team Meeting 2: 7/72000

Activities since the last meeting

IMS standards - Question Test and Interoperability

Hugh and I attended a two day workshop on IMS standards for Question and Test Interoperability, and Content Packaging (17-18 June 2000).  The workshops were organised by The Centre for Educational Technology Interoperability Standards (CETIS) http://cetis.bangor.ac.uk/cetis/index.html a JISC funded project run jointly by Bangor and the Open University.  These were technical workshops designed to brief participants on current progress on these standards.  One objective was to help build the IMS community in UK higher education to enable a greater level of participation in the standards issues.  You will find background information on the workshop at http://cetis.bangor.ac.uk/cetis/shuworkshop.html. We picked up a lot of documentation for this event - you can get a copy from http://www.imsproject.org/
CETIS have set up a mailbase group for discussion ims@mailbase.ac.uk.  You can find details including joining instructions at http://www.mailbase.ac.uk/lists/ims/
Nuffield Funded work on question interoperability

Our summer research student Jodi Crisp started work in the lab here at Southampton on July 4 2000.  She has worked through notes from the interoperability workshop, has been using the QTI tool from Question Mark and she has been working on setting up Question Mark on a machine in the lab.  

CAA Conference

Hugh and I attended the CAA conference at Loughborough 21-22 June 2000.  We were running a focus group session on the first day looking at strategies for building test banks and issues of test and question interoperability.  A summary of our original proposal can be found on our web site (http://www.ecs.soton.ac.uk/E3AN/proposal.html) and also at the CAA conference web site (http://www.lboro.ac.uk/service/fli/flicaa/conf2000/abstracts/white.html).  

The session was very well attended and we had excellent feedback.  We made some good contacts and as a result we have a list of attendees, plus a note of issues raised in the session, which will be turned into a document in the very near future.  

Also at the conference we were able to make good contacts with members of the Scottish Computer Assisted Assessment Network (SCAAN http://www.scaan.ac.uk/).  They are working on some IMS interoperability tools over the next few months, and we have made a provisional arrangement to collaborate with them, with a view to exchanging with them tools which are produced from our Nuffield funded work.  

FDTL Project Management and Planning Workshop

Hugh and I attended this one day workshop at the Coventry TechnoCentre.  Notes are available for reference.  Because of my long time involvement with FDTL and TLTP I think it would be good some of the team members could attend the re-run of this workshop which is coming up later in June http://www.ncteam.ac.uk/events/future/
We came away with a long action list, but among the issues which were highlighted by the workshop was the need for us to develop a more detailed project plan, and also to draw up a collaborative working agreement.

The co-ordination team have set up a mailbase for project members on FDTL3.  If it is OK with you all I would like to send off your names to be subscribed.  It means that you will get mails directly about the admin side of the project, so if I were to fall under a bus you would all know when the quarterly reports were due :-)

Web pages

You have failed to send me your mini CV's and I have failed to remind you about it :-(  I have however updated the front page (making it smaller, getting it to load faster, adding metadata and a counter).  Life has been very hectic, so I have not really done a great deal more although I am accumulating information for a whole set of information pages to be added very soon.  

External Evaluation

I have had a meeting with our external evaluator Liz McDowell from University of Newcastle in Northumbria.  She has agreed to draw up a draft evaluation plan for us to discuss.  

Steering Group Meeting

I still have to canvas for dates.  We are looking at September.  I will fix up a briefing session with Rex Knight our steering group chair for when I return from holiday (early August)

Domain Name

Finally got an acknowledgement from our systems people.  I have to sit down and fill the form in with them.  Again something for August.

Base Line Audit

Have discussed format of baseline audit.  I will be drafting a brief outline, which I would like to pass by you before talking to Sandie about doing the work.  
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