e3an
ptm3 working session:


This session will be structured as a mix of a short presentations and practical activities covering the following topics:

Assessment Methods

Introduction and Context:

· Reviewing possible assessment methods in the electrical and electronic engineering curriculum

· Identifying assessment methods in our theme areas

Levels of assessment

Discussing of different levels of assessment - within the framework of Bloom's Taxonomy

· Identifying levels of assessment associated with different assessment methods in our theme areas

Objective Tests

· What are objective tests?

· What levels of assessment are possible with objective tests?

Working with sample multichoice questions to identify types of questions and methods of assessment

Implications/Reflections

· Are there any issues for the project generally which have been highlighted by the session?

· Building a toolkit for theme teams

One of the objectives of the e3an project will be to produce a guide to objective testing, with examples drawn from engineering applications

It would seem sensible to develop this as we work with the theme teams.  Could the material we use today be OK, or does it need to be developed?

We should probably also offer a range of our eee examples to the CAA centre to incorporate in their guide.

· Actions for next meeting

Are there issues which have arisen during the activities today which point to actions for our next meeting?

NB A seven page workbook accompanies this programme
Materials available:

Readings references

Designing Effective Objective Tests: An Introductory Workshop.  Coleen McKenna and Joanna Bull 

This useful guide is a free 15 page PDF document which takes the user through a series of worked examples to understand the methods of constructing objective tests.  Examples are drawn from a range of arts and science contexts, but there are no examples specific to engineering

http://www.caacentre.ac.uk/dldocs/otghdout.pdf
Setting effective objective tests. Sue Heard, Jacqui Nicol and Simon Heath, University of Aberdeen 1997.  

This can be ordered for £20 - which is quite steep for the size of the publication, but it offers an alternative basis to work from.  Examples in the guide are predominantly drawn from the sciences.  A description of the tutorial and details of how to order are available from http://www.clues.abdn.ac.uk:8080/caa/caatut_idx.html 

Computer Assisted Assessment: using computers to design and deliver objective tests Eamonn Twomey, Jacqui Nicol, and Christina Smart, CTISS 1999

Part of the CTISS "Primer" series, this three page document provides an accessible overview of objective testing.  

http://www.cti.ac.uk/publ/primers/assess.pdf 
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