CILT, the National Centre for Languages, June 2007


Summary: First-degree Undergraduates
CILT headcount analysis of HESA data

This summary, produced by CILT from HESA data, looks at first-degree students and presents headcount data for students across all years of study taking a language as a single, joint, major, minor or triple subject combination. 

Note that the headcount data provided here is different to the Full Person Equivalent (FPE) counts used in DfES and HESA published data, the figures are not conflicting but produce different counts according to preference and purpose.
 Under a third of all first-degree language undergraduates are studying single honours degrees, the majority are doing a joint or combined honours degrees.

Languages experiencing increases in student numbers:

· Spanish and Portuguese students have been constantly increasing over the past 8 years.

· Chinese and Japanese both suffered large decreases in students from 1998/9 to 2001/2, but have experienced large boosts in numbers in recent years, since 2002/3.

· Modern Middle Eastern studies student figures had also been rising since 2002/3, however this figure fell in the latest year 2005/6.

Languages experiencing decreases in student numbers: 

· French and German suffered large decreases in student numbers at the end of the 1990s. These decreases are still apparent but have dramatically slowed down in recent years.

· Italian student numbers have been decreasing over the past 8 years.

Characteristics of first-degree language UG students (based on 2005/6 students):

· Under a third of all first-degree language students are studying a single honours language, the majority are combining 2 languages or a language with another discipline.

· The majority of first-degree UG language students are studying full time (96%), are of UK domicile (89%) and are female (69%).

· The most popular joint disciplines of combination are Business studies, English and Politics. Law, Management studies, History, Economics and Linguistics are also quite commonly combined with the study of a language.
Table 1: Over 1,000 students

	
	% change 1998-9 to 2001-2
	2002-3
	2003-4
	2004-5
	2005-6
	% change 2002-3 to 2005-6

	French 
	-19%
	14400
	14130
	13930
	13925
	-3%

	Spanish
	+3%
	8225
	8255
	8535
	8655
	+5%

	German
	-17%
	5875
	5805
	5550
	5350
	-9%

	Italian
	-5%
	3005
	2885
	2755
	2620
	-13%

	Russian
	-15%
	1535
	1585
	1600
	1635
	+7%

	Celtic studies
	-12%
	1415
	1385
	1360
	1400
	-1%


Table 2: Over 500 students

	
	% change 1998-9 to 2001-2
	2002-3
	2003-4
	2004-5
	2005-6
	% change 2002-3 to 2005-6

	Modern Middle Eastern studies
	-9%
	805
	920
	995
	955
	+19%

	Japanese 
	-23%
	685
	715
	810
	860
	+26%

	Chinese
	-16%
	605
	685
	755
	850
	+40%

	Portuguese
	+5%
	620
	665
	680
	715
	+15%


Table 3: Less than 500 students

	
	% change 1998-9 to 2001-2
	2002-3
	2003-4
	2004-5
	2005-6
	% change 2002-3 to 2005-6

	South & Other Asian languages
	+7%
	395
	395
	435
	450
	+14%

	Scandinavian languages
	-38%
	175
	175
	215
	150
	-14%

	African studies
	-15%
	170
	180
	190
	190
	+12%

	Translation studies
	*
	225
	305
	*
	325
	+44%


Languages with smaller student numbers may be more prone to fluctuation as small changes will have a greater effect on the percentage change.

* Missing data

Table 4: Students coded under Other languages categories

	
	% change 1998-9 to 2001-2
	2002-3
	2003-4
	2004-5
	2005-6
	% change 2002-3 to 2005-6

	Other European languages
	*
	8985
	8245
	6915
	7120
	-21%

	Other non-European languages
	*
	1485
	1295
	1240
	1205
	-19%


Relatively high numbers of students are recorded in these “Other languages” categories. A further analysis of the programmes coded in these categories found that a large proportion of the students are studying European studies. The code is also used in place of specific language codes by some institutions. Hence, unfortunately the individual totals for each language in the above tables may not adequately reflect the true numbers, i.e. be an under-representation of the true totals.

* Missing data
The data was collected by the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) from their Student Records of individual enrolments at HE institutions. The data was analysed by CILT, the National Centre for Languages. 
Data definitions

· Student enrolments across all years of study at all HE Institutions in the UK

· All students, UK, EU and overseas domiciled are included

· Full Time and Part Time students

· Excluding OU students (not recorded in 2002-3)

· Using headcount measure where all students studying a language as a single, joint, major, minor or triple 

honours combination are included counted as 1.

Data warnings

· The accuracy of the data depends on how individual institutions code and report their figures to HESA

· The figures are rounded according to the HESA rounding rule for published data.

� Headcount data counts every language student as a full person whether they are studying single, joint, major, minor or triple honours, and so shows how many students are studying each language. In contrast, the Full Person Equivalent measure counts student activity through how many parts of students are studying languages, according to the language balance of their degree, a single honours student = 1, joint hons = 0.5, major = 0.667, minor= 0.333, and triple= 0.333.





