Subject Centre Literature and Culture Group

Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 December 2004 at CILT, The National Centre for Languages

Present: Jenny Burns (Warwick), Rhian Davies (Sheffield), Alison Dickens (Subject Centre, Chair), David Frier (new member, Leeds), Angela Gallagher (Subject Centre), Jonathan Gibson (guest, English Subject Centre), Steve Giles (Nottingham), Deborah Kelly (new member, Westminster).

1. Apologies for absence: Diana Holmes (Leeds) and Graham Townsend (new member, Brighton)

2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

· A-level:

Current practice at A-level has resulted in very few students coming onto language degree programmes with experience of literature in the foreign language.  Changes to A-level English mean that increasing numbers of students have no experience of literature in A-level English either.  This is not necessarily a problem as students can be taught literature ab initio. 

· Encouraging students to read/take literature modules:

It was suggested that maybe English undergraduates could be encouraged to take literature modules in modern language departments.  Efforts to collaborate with English departments have proved difficult, as English undergraduates seem to be enrolled mainly on single honours programmes.  

It was agreed that interdisciplinary literature modules are much more viable.

Examples of new departures in this area were provided by members of the Group. The University of Warwick German Department is currently offering an integrated cultural studies module to students in years 1 and 2.  Details of this can be seen on the departmental website.  The University of Nottingham is aiming to develop a ‘texts in translation’ common literature module which will be available completely in translation for both Modern Languages students and students from English.  

· Reading texts in translation:

The Subject Centre has an event planned on translation on 10/06/05.  It was suggested that this event will take into account issues in translation studies that impact on teaching and learning in literature and cultural studies.  It will be a multi-stranded event.  AD to action
· Copyright:

A workshop on copyright was run at CILT, the National Centre for Languages on 24 November 2004. Report available at: http://www.lang.ltsn.ac.uk/events/llaseventarchiveitem.aspx?resourceid=2060
· Subject Centre reading survey:

This is now underway and is described in more detail below. 

· Good Practice Guide and Case Studies:

There are not currently many resources related to literature in the GPG – The Subject Centre has put out a call for articles on the following themes:

· Teaching literature in translation, 

· Teaching literature in ML programmes, 

· Teaching early literature, 

· Comparative literature, 

· Restoration of cultural memory through the teaching of literature.

See http://www.lang.ltsn.ac.uk/news/newsitem.aspx?resourceid=2245
The minutes were approved.

3. Update on Subject Centre Activity 2003/04

· Copyright event 24 November 2004:

This event attracted considerable interest and was fully booked.

A booklet with guidelines on educational copyright was produced for the event and was distributed to the Group.  This is available from the Subject Centre website: http://www.lang.ltsn.ac.uk/resources/resourcesitem.aspx?resourceid=2225
· Linguistics and Literature event 26 November 2004:

This event considered the question of how literary study may accommodate linguistic approaches. It was organised by Nigel Fabb (Strathclyde) who began the day with some thoughts on the ways in which Linguistics methodologies may contribute to, and possibly also conflict with, those used in the teaching and study of literature. There followed three presentations which looked at Pragmatics and its application to the teaching of literature - specifically the use of Relevance Theory (Barbara MacMahon, Sheffield Hallam); Working with poetic metre – Bracketed Grid Theory (Nigel Fabb, Strathclyde) and Language change and the grammar of poetry – exploring pre-1900 texts using concordancing software (Sylvia Adamson, Manchester).

Questions relating to the status of Linguistics within literary study and the tensions between what seem to be generally opposing methodologies were also explored in the final discussion. This raised questions of language, status/curriculum, teaching and theory.
· 700 reasons: 

The Subject Centre’s Rationales Project has now been completed and has resulted in the collection of 700 reasons for studying languages. The project findings are described in a report available from the Subject Centre.  The reasons will also be presented as an online database available from the end of January 2005 via the Subject Centre website.  The project involved a survey of relevant literature and the collection of data from undergraduate and sixth form language learners.  Learners were found to provide multiple rationales for studying languages.  Reasons of personal satisfaction such as fun, interest and enjoyment were cited by around 60% of students.  Approximately one third of students gave reasons of employability.  Clear interest was expressed in learning about and gaining an appreciation of culture in both the sixth form and undergraduate sector. 

4. New directions for literary study with languages (new curricula in literature, language and media)

· Literature in the target language:

The University of Westminster is rethinking teaching literature in the target language and putting on modules in translation with a view to attracting students onto combined degrees in English and Modern Languages.  This is a potentially attractive degree option for both home and international students.

· Moves to the study of contemporary literature:

Literary study seems to be moving more and more to contemporary literature, especially with year 1 students.  

The University of Nottingham tries to address this by using thematic approaches with 20th century texts but also incorporating other earlier texts on these same themes.  These courses do recruit well.  

Some institutions are also moving back to offering clearly defined core modules where students have to study modules which they wouldn’t necessarily choose themselves because they don’t always make informed choices.

· Assessment:

The issue of using different assessment types was also discussed.  It was suggested that this might be a way of encouraging ML students to do literature.  The use of reading diaries, commentaries etc. could be considered.  Quantitative assessment procedures can prove problematic.  However, it was stressed that qualitative assessment procedures do not contradict the benchmarking process.  

5. Proposed activity 2004/05: reading survey

The Subject Centre is carrying out a reading survey to investigate ML undergraduates’ attitudes to and experiences of reading etc.  Initially, the questionnaire will be piloted and evaluated in one university.  A revised questionnaire will then be distributed among approximately another six institutions (Russell Group, pre-1992 and post-1992) and will involve the participation of language undergraduates in years 1 and 4.  The project is due to be completed in July 2005.  Members of the Group will be invited to comment on progress at various stages. 

6. Other future activity and possible collaboration with English Subject Centre

Approaches to the teaching of literature in different contexts in the two communities of English and Modern Languages was discussed, e.g. in cultural studies and media studies.  It was agreed that there is lots of potential crossover between the two subjects.

The English Subject Centre will be running events in connection with their three e-learning projects.  ML staff would be welcome to attend these events.  

The English Subject Centre is also starting to run events on different periods – adopting a kind of interdisciplinary approach e.g. teaching Romanticism.  

English could also be involved with the LLAS event on translation.  Warwick and UEA have big centres on Comparative Literature so it would be useful to have speakers from these institutions at this workshop.  

The LLAS Subject Centre should consider running an event on film.  Colleagues from English would be welcome to attend.  A film event could cover themes such as encouraging students to look at film language, film as a historical source, visual culture generally, the use of visual artists and photography in teaching, web-based writing [possible event for Autumn 2005]

7. Any Other Business

· Email addresses of group members are to be circulated.  The Group could be set up as jiscmail.

· Travel claims to be sent.

· What is the place of literature in the teaching of classics? It was suggested that it would be helpful to obtain information on this.

· Issues of cultural heritage in the teaching of literature and culture on ML degrees – how far does the ML degree transmit the target cultural heritage?  Restoration of cultural memory is going on in some ML disciplines e.g. Chinese, Arabic and Irish – Subject Centre support with this side of things would be helpful.

· It is difficult to know exactly what the situation is with regard to the numbers of students following language courses.  Students on IWLPs are not being are not being picked up properly in HESA data – this is a problem.  This information is now being collected by Nick Byrne at LSE and can be accessed in the AULC newsletter at http://www.aulc.org/tlk_pages/TP2_Feb04.pdf
· E-learning remains a topic of interest because language students are not necessarily aware that they need to be critical of information they access through the Internet.  Using web-based materials also highlights the importance of the generic skill of critical thinking.  The English Subject Centre is currently running three projects in relation to E-learning that may be of interest to the Humanities in general.  

· Meeting closed at 15.05.

