Area Studies Special Advisory Group
16 December 2008

Woburn House, Tavistock Square, London, WC1H 9HQ
In attendance: Sarah Bowskill (University of Swansea), John Canning (LLAS- Chair), Tony Chafer (University of Portsmouth), Marie-Annick Gournet (University of the West of England), Susan Hodgett (University of Ulster), Shoshannah Holdom (LLAS - minutes), Catherine Morley (University of Leicester), Insa Nolte (University of Birmingham), Andrei Rogatchevski (University of Glasgow), Carole Spary (University of Warwick), Barbara Zollner (Birkbeck College)
1. Welcome and introductions

Introductions were made and new members were welcomed to the group. JC chaired the meeting in place of Dick Ellis who was unable to attend the meeting through illness. S Holdom took minutes.   
2.  Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Katharine Adeney (University of Sheffield), Jude Davies (University of Winchester), Michael Derham (University of Northumbria), Dick Ellis (University of Birmingham), Chris Flood (University of Surrey), Will Kaufman (UCLAN), , Peter Matanle (University of Sheffield), David Shepherd (University of Sheffield). 

3. Minutes from the last meeting and matters arising

LLAS mini-projects. JC reported that a LLAS had received a record number of bids this year, a number of which were in area studies.
New staff event: JC reported that LLAS will be running an event for new staff on 23rd-24th April at Clare College Cambridge. Details of the event will be available on the LLAS website soon. This follows on from a new staff event that ran in 2008 that aimed to take a holistic view of the academic career. There will be a charge to attend the 2009 event.
Area studies benchmarking statement: TC commented on the note from the minutes of 23 June meeting, under point 4 on LLAS activity, that the new QAA benchmarking statement is online and is largely unchanged from the previous statement. As a member of the board responsible for writing the benchmarking statement, TC observed that it is, in actual fact, substantially different from the previous statement.

Intute: With regards to the development of an American studies collection in Intute, www.intute.ac.uk, SHodgett noted that it would be useful to include Canadian studies in such a collection. DE has approached Bella Adams from Liverpool John Moores University for advice on developing this collection. SHoldom remarked that Intute are keen to forge partnerships with subject associations in order to develop their catalogue.
4. a. Borders and traffic event
SB reported on this very successful event held at the University of Swansea in October 2008. The aim was to encourage colleagues from Latin American and from American studies to talk to each other and find common points of interest as there is significant crossover in what they teach. The event highlighted various topics and case studies of current practice which address study of the Americas in a comparative way, such as race and ethnicity, the drug trade. The event resulted in greater contact between departments in Swansea and has led to collaboration on postgraduate teaching schemes and research.

It is hoped that material from the event could be published in a special journal issue.

4. b. Globalisation student study day
SHodgett reported that this event is being planned for next year as a collaboration between the University of Ulster and LLAS. Three speakers have been confirmed already, including Steve Hewitt from the University of Birmingham. The organising group have invited eminent sociologist Zigmund Bauman to speak as well but have yet to receive a reply.

JC noted that the “student study day” is a new endeavour for LLAS this year. Study days are aimed at undergraduate students and should address a particular area of interest or concern in more depth than it would normally receive during the semester (one example has been analysing the poetry of Dante). Organisers may invite speakers from outside their institution, the day should have an interactive, workshop element, and it should be open to all students across the UK.
4. c. Future area studies activity

There was a wide ranging discussion about the kind of work LLAS could consider undertaking. The discussion raised the following points:

· Exploring linkages of particular areas other than Europe, e.g. Chinese links with Latin America or Africa. The traditional focus is on “north-south” collaborations, so it would be interesting to look at “south-south” connections. There is a British Academy funded project on East Africa and India, headed up by Emma Mawdsley at Cambridge. An event on the links between these two regions would be welcome. 
· An event to bring together area studies and development studies colleagues – it would be interesting for these two groups to talk about approaches to learning, resources, and so on. TC remarked that he personally feels he has to work hard to bring himself up to speed with development studies and so an opportunity to talk with colleagues from development studies would be appreciated.

· BRISMES has a number of different networks (focusing on, for example, cultural representation, globalisation) – it would be worth contacting these. BRISMES is also looking for groups to organise panels for their main conference – this is perhaps something LLAS could get involved with.
· An event on migration, including issues about human rights, population, “traffic”, linking the global and the local. The difficulty lies in approaching these topics from a teaching and learning perspective.

· How to teach in an interdisciplinary way?

· “Commodities”, e.g. the use of gin or soap, which lend themselves well to comparative study. Such a focus for an event would provide an interesting change for some colleagues as well as usefully bringing together people who work on “consumption”.

· Ask students about their experience of area studies – what did they like or not like? What did they find most interesting? Was it what they expected? It would be interesting to use students’ reactions as the basis for discussion at an event.
· Addressing the threat to area studies in some institutions – MG reported that this is the case at UWE where some area studies courses will be absorbed into other courses (e.g. Politics or Sociology), but others will be discontinued.

· The relationship between area studies and language study – should the two be connected and what are the consequences of no language study being present in an area studies course? What do students prefer? The group felt that they should be defending the connection between area studies and languages although there are numerous issues around this (institutional barriers; student recruitment; available resources; the amount of time needed to reach a required level in a language, especially when studied ab initio, which eats into time for study of content; funding implications, and the erosion of funding for language teaching).
· The “Generation Y” student and their needs/expectations. SHodgett reported on a talk she attended where today’s students were described as resistant to timetabled lectures, being told what to do, and wanting all their learning to be fun. The qualities of today’s students arguably necessitate different approaches to teaching.

ACTION JC and LLAS colleagues

5. a. Islamic Studies project update
JC reported that the Higher Education Academy have been asked by HEFCE to develop a network for teaching and learning in Islamic Studies. For the next six months, funding has been awarded to the HEA to scope such a network and develop a 2-3 year business plan for the network. This is as a follow-up to the Siddiqui report. There is an issue to do with the diverse community of those working in Islamic studies, many of whom are from different disciplines. Indeed, there has been substantial debate recently on the nature of Islamic studies (some of which was addressed in the International Approaches to Islamic Studies report by undertaken by LLAS in partnership with Philosophical and Religious Studies Subject Centre). BZ noted that the review of Islamic studies on the HEFCE website is quite useful. http://www.hefce.ac.uk/AboutUs/sis/islamic/
5. b. Japanese studies project update

JC reported that he, Dick Ellis and Peter Matanle have had discussions with potential funders – The Japan Foundation, BAJS and the Sasakowa Foundation – to  develop a “Why study Japanese Studies?” resource similar to the Discover American Studies CD produced by LLAS earlier in the year. The discussions have been very positive and so this project looks likely to go ahead
It was noted that Japanese studies is doing well at the moment in terms of student recruitment. “Why study Chinese studies” could be a project consider after this.
6. LLAS update

a. funded projects, workshops to go and study days
JC reported that 8 or 9 projects will be funded this year.

CS noted that the BASASS council is looking to develop a scoping study of opportunities in South Asian Studies. JC noted that there is the possibility of tying this in with updating the LLAS Good Practice Guide on South Asian Studies. LLAS will be announcing funding for materials development projects early next year.
b. Employability

JC reported on a new LLAS advisory group on employability, enterprise and employer engagement (3Es). It seems that the north of England is a hub for employer engagement and enterprise related activity, and the first meeting of the 3Es group was held at Sheffield Hallam University.

The meeting’s discussion was wide ranging and sought primarily to get a sense of the range of work relating to 3Es in languages, linguistics and area studies, and to identify what work needs to be done. One of the main drivers for convening the meeting was the recommendations of the Routes into Languages Enterprise report, which called for the development of an enterprise skills learning resource pack. LLAS are seeking guidance on this, and it has been decided that this will not be taken forward for the moment as there are already a number of existing excellent resources (e.g. from Leeds Metropolitan University). 

The 3Es group agreed that a database of available resources would be extremely useful and LLAS will look to implement this.

LLAS will also hold an event held (possibly in in May or June 2009) to look into the issues, development and innovations around employer engagement, employability and enterprise and languages, including an invitation to HEFCE to speak and help clarify their policies on employer engagement, particularly in relation to funding. [Addition by JC: Talks are underway for a collaborative conference with other humanities subject centres in Autumn 2009].
TC noted that the new benchmark statement for area studies has tried specifically to engage with issues of employability, and to identify employability skills gained from area studies.

MG reported on employability projects undertaken at UWE, particularly in the field of widening participation and encouraging people from ethnic minority communities into teaching. Cross-sector partnerships have been established.
c. Residence abroad

SHoldom reported on the LLAS Residence Abroad network, which held its first meeting on 24th October. It was a lively meeting, with 17 attendees, and was very much a “talking shop” to share concerns and discuss good practices. Discussion centred around the different models of delivery, administration, assessment; work placements and how to set these up; ECTS and the problems faced by students going abroad and having to attend many hours of classes, e.g. up to 30 hours per week. The issue of the fee-waiver for destinations within Europe was also raised as an ongoing concern. Anyone interested in or involved with student residence abroad is welcome to join the jiscmail list: www.jiscmail.ac.uk/residence-abroad
LLAS is looking to set up a dedicated space on its website for residence abroad to function as a central point of information. Contributions from colleagues – e.g. website links – will be very welcome.

d. New staff event
This was discussed earlier in the meeting.

e. 14-19 Diplomas
SHoldom updated the group on the development of the new 14-19 Diplomas. More information can be found here: http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas/
The Languages and Humanities diplomas will be introduced in 2011 as part of “Phase 4” of the Diplomas. The draft content of the Languages diploma is being developed and is out for consultation. Colleagues are urged to attend a consultation event if at all possible. Notes from the Languages Specialist Gruop appear in the appendix to these minutes. 
7. AOB
TC proposed that the meetings of the Area Studies Advisory Group be held on the same day as those of UKCASA – much of what each groups discusses is of interest to the other. This proposal was agreed by the group.

MG noted that a conference on Intercultural Dialogue will take place in Bristol on 23-25 April 2009. This follows on from the success of the LLAS / Bristol City Council conference on the same theme in 2008. 

ACTION: MAG to send details to JC.
AR asked for clarification regarding student study days, particularly the difference between postgraduate study days and postgraduate conferences. It is felt that the former would be more instructional – offering training in a particular area (e.g. research methods, how to write or present a paper), whereas a conference would focus more on postgraduates actually presenting their research. AR suggested that a postgraduate study day could perhaps conclude with the presentation of some research as practice.

JC informed the group that SHoldom will be leaving the Subject Centre at the end of January. The group wished SHoldom well for her new post at the University of Oxford.
Appendix
Notes taken from LLAS Languages Special Advisory Group on the Languages Diploma

The Languages Diploma needs to be ready for September 2011. The draft content of the Languages Diploma was released at the beginning of December 2008 (the content was only begun in June 08).

There are 3 levels in the Diploma, the third being preparation for university. The Diploma is not intended for low achievers but will be a general qualification for all abilities. 50% of the learning is applied. The Diploma has three components:

1) Principal learning: this is mandatory

2) Generic component: including functional skills, English, Maths and ICT; plus 10 days’ work experience.

3) Additional specialist component.

The Diploma will offer greater breadth and scope to apply languages specifically in students’ areas of interest. Intercultural skills and understanding will be emphasised throughout, together with the idea of being a “global citizen”. 

The draft themes and content have been put out for consultation – there are 6 topics and 7 themes. A line of learning statement is in progress; the final draft will be ready for consultation in early January and colleagues are urged to attend consultations wherever possible. The draft content for the topics is as follows:

1). How language works – this is essentially a linguistics topic, derived from English language, to help students understand the structure of language.

2) International dimensions – e.g. the Music Industry, Film or Food around the world. SC noted that in topics, the content will be tested as much as the language – a CLIL approach. The group was asked to try to recommend experts who could be consulted for the development of this topic. Level 3 especially needs more expert input, on areas such as diplomacy and international relations. 

3) Languages in context – this includes having to produce something at the end of the course, e.g. a film or results from a survey.

4) Professional communication – interpreting, teaching, reporting; in other words, how do professional linguists work? There is some concern that this topic will not “qualify” students as such, and there will be no mention of having completed this topic on their certificates.

5) Languages in the workplace – this topic will open up the usefulness of languages.

6) Social communication and networking – e.g. wikis, blogs, mobiles. The consultation has stressed, however, that this should not be a standalone topic in itself but should be interwoven with other topics.

Issues include:

1) how many topics students would study as part of the diploma, and whether their choices would be dictated by the teachers’ preferences;

2) how many A-levels students will be able to study alongside the Diploma;

3) the logistics of students travelling to different institutions to study different topics;

4) will the spread of languages currently available at A-level be replicated in the Diploma, and how will the topics work in different languages.

Details of the consultation events are:

· 09 February 09 - London - Holiday Inn Kensington Forum Hotel 

· 11 February 09 - Yorkshire - Ramada Leeds Parkway Hotel 

· 13 February 09 - North East - Hilton Newcastle Gateshead Hotel 

· 23 February 09 - West Midlands - Hilton Birmingham Metropole Hotel

All details are available here: http://www.qca.org.uk/qca_19767.aspx
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