LINGUISTICS SPECIALIST GROUP MEETING

Monday 8 June 2009

10.30 – 13.00
Minutes

1. Apologies:

1.1 Present:

Doug Arnold (DA)

Joan Beal (JB)

Alison Dickens (AD)

Geoff Hall (GH)

Lynne Murphy (LM)

Paul Rowlett (PR), Chair

Jeanine Treffers-Daller (JTD), Chair Designate

Graeme Trousdale (GT)
Kevin Watson (KW)
1.2 Apologies:

Patricia Ashby (PA)

Judith Broadbent (JB)

Florence Myles (FM)
Dick Hudson (DH)
2. Membership:

2.1
The membership was confirmed.

2.2
GT and JB were welcomed as new members; JTD was welcomed as Chair Designate.
2.3
It was confirmed that Frances Rock would join the Group in 09—10.
3. Minutes:
3.1 The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed.
4. Matters arising:
4.1 (Re 2.2, 6.1) Student webpages: Agreed: the following would be useful: biographies of UGs and PGRs (the latter since they already know what linguistics is), advice on how to put together a research proposal, information on the student—supervisor relation, FAQs for UGs thinking about doing PG work, comments from A level students who have chosen to study linguistics; action: GH to secure Ph.D. reports from Swansea; JB to try to secure film of PGT student about experience of studying linguistics; LM to secure semantics and discourse pieces; JTD to send link to UWE website containing views of students; LM to draw on Sussex Facebook group for alumni to write pieces; SR to amend syntax piece.
4.2 (Re 2.3) Letter to HoDs: received: revised version of the letter to HoDs; reported: that the letter now included questions from Subject Centre evaluator and drew the key contacts’ attention to the most recent HESA statistics; action: SR to distribute.
4.3 (Re 2.4) DH’s article on key skills: reported: that the links are now active.

4.4 (Re 2.4) Employability event: see below.

4.5 (Re 4.1) LLAS evaluation: reported: that rather than receiving comments from a sample of junior/middle/senior academics, the LLAS evaluators wished to invite Group members and HoDs to indicate burning issues; noted: the view that ‘burning issues’ was a rather vague term; reported: that the LLAS evaluator has sent a revised set of questions to the Group, which members felt they could respond to, namely, relating to level of awareness of LLAS among linguistics constituency, confusion re role of HEA SCs and role of English SC and LLAS, areas that need more support and subject areas that are more challenging to teach; noted: the following potential ‘burning issues’: that the range of methodologies relevant to linguistics (e.g. textual analysis, fieldwork), as well as its varied institutional locations (e.g. with English, with MFLs), means that linguistics can be difficult to define; that linguistics is sometimes inappropriately assimilated to MFL, which have contrasting research/teaching traditions; that LLAS events are well attended but that wider engagement is likely to be less strong; that recruitment remains a major concern; that employability relevance of linguistics isn’t always clear.

4.6 (Re 6.3) Articles for liaison: noted: that all members have been invited to submit articles.

4.7 Engagement with schools and promotion of linguistics: noted: that LLAS could work with UCGAL, e.g., targeting English Language A level students, and ensuring that they are aware of linguistics while they are doing A levels; the view that it would be preferable not to narrow the appeal of linguistics to A level MFL/English language students since maths students might also be interested; that any initiative to promote interest in linguistics might be interpreted as a marketing machine; that institutional events e.g. Science week could be used to highlight the relevance of linguistics; the view that the current LLAS Why study linguistics PowerPoint presentation is probably too diverse, and needs to be customised using different materials with students with different backgrounds, where possible linked to broader themes, e.g., Darwin.

4.8 (Re 2.8) Liaison with BAAL: reported: that PR had contacted with student representatives from both BAAL and LAGB; reported: that Dawn Knight from BAAL had as yet not responded to PR’s email.

4.9 (Re 5.5) Repeating Bloor’s student survey: Reported: that the original survey is on DH’s webpages, and can be incorporated into individual institutions’ VLEs; noted: that there might be cost implications of repeating the survey using, e.g. SurveyMonkey, and of analysing the data; reported: that Lancaster currently give their first year students a similar questionnaire at the beginning and end of the year to assess their language/linguistic knowledge.
4.10 (Re 6.2) LOC: Reported: that the learning object creator (LOC) is freely available online only to those who have participated in a Workshop.
5. Other developments:
5.1 Future funding for LLAS: reported: that LLAS has funding for one more year 2009-2010; reported: that Government funding priorities focused on employability and widening participation.

5.2 HEFCE review of MFLs: reported: that HEFCE was concerned about the situation in MFL and had asked Prof Michael Worton (UCL) to carry out a review of MFL in England; action: PR to circulate terms of reference.
6. Events:
6.1 Field linguistics (SOAS) 22 May 09: reported: that the event was very successful and over subscribed; suggested that it could be held again, possibly in Manchester with more pedagogic content; action: SR to contact Peter Austin and Yuni Kim.
6.2 PGR event at LAGB: reported: that there will be a LLAS-sponsored pedagogic event (two hours, three speakers) at the LAGB conference in Edinburgh in Sep 09.
6.3 Employability: reported: that a humanities-wide event had been scheduled for 23 Oct 09 at Woburn House, London addressing ‘the three Es’: ‘Meeting the current challenges: the humanities and employability, entrepreneurship and employer engagement’; that the deadline for the call for papers deadline is 15 July (details on the Subject Centre website).
6.4 Speech and language therapy event: reported: that a provisional date had been set for 13 Jan 10 in Newcastle, to be organised by Carolyn Letts; action: SR to inform Carolyn Letts of the Employability Event.
6.5 English language: reported: that Joan Beal had offered to host this event in Sheffield with up to 80 participants; agreed: that the the precise focus of the event, and the preferred dates in semester 2 09—10, possibly mid-March, needed to be confirmed; agreed: that the English Subject Centre should be involved; action: SR to inform the English Subject Centre.
6.6 Combined LLAS/CILT bilingualism/education event: reported: that this event was unlikely to take place as LLAS’s relationship with CILT  had changed. 
6.7 Teaching linguistics from different interdisciplinary perspectives: agreed: following a lively discussion, that an event should be organised around the use of corpora in the classroom and in teaching; action: KW to work on this with a view to it being held at Lancaster; AD to pursue the idea of linguistics for Eng Lit with English Language.
6.8 Linguistics in Schools event: reported: that an event (around A level, Olympiad, Diploma, knowledge transfer to schools) was being hosted by RCEAL in Cambridge in Sep/Oct 09.
7. 
AOB:

7.1. Online course ‘How to teach linguistics’: suggested: that LLAS might use LOC to develop such a course.
8. Date of next meeting:

TBC 

