Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies
Partnership and Development Group

Meeting Monday 18 December 2006

CILT

Present: Michael Kelly (Chair), Alison Dickens, Liz Hudswell, Isabella Moore, David Newton

Apologies:  Anne Davidson Lund, Vicky Wright

1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
These were accepted as a true record of proceedings

2. Areas of joint activity

a) Engaging with employers

This theme has been identified by the Academy as a key theme that all Subject Centres should work on so there was some discussion as to how CILT and LLAS could work together.  It was suggested that Anne Davidson Lund might convene an implementation group in the New Year comprising this group and other key stakeholders.  The group would look at the possible actions below and plan what should be done, by whom and when.  
Action ADL

MHK pointed out that HEFCE’s agenda was to help the HE sector develop employable graduates so activity which helps the sector to hear what employers are looking for would be helpful.  

Key actions for the implementation group might be:
· Applying for funding from the Academy to upscale current activity being carried out by CILT and the Regional Language Networks.  This might also include upscaling the Business Language Champions scheme.  MHK noted that the Academy would be sympathetic to this idea if it could see that this had an application and relevance and applicability beyond languages.

· Employers Advisory Group: this CILT group had recently been reconvened and was chaired by Peter Thompson formerly of BT who is also a member of the Academy Board.  IM suggested that LLAS could be represented on this group.  

· Foundation Degrees: In the light of the Leitch review it was suggested that languages in foundation degrees could be explored in more detail.  IM referred to a foundation degree run by Solihull college in partnership with Aston University.  

· Finding out more about the Regional Skills partnerships

· Working with specialist groups e.g. those involved in the Gateways project

· Engaging with other disciplines/subject centres which share common concerns with us.  

b) European matters
The discussion covered some of the activities currently being covered by LLAS and CILT
IM reported that she was a member of a high level EU group looking at multilingualism.  Issues covered by this group included

Gaps in research in Modern Languages


Linking languages and the media

The lack of an intellectual platform across Europe as most publishing is done through English and American publishing houses

She reported that CILT had been involved in the ELAN survey of the impact of shortages of language skills on European enterprise which would be published shortly
MHK reported that TNP was almost over though some dissemination workshops were due to run this academic year, one of which would take place at Southampton.  These would be smallish workshops of about 30 people.  MHK said that he would volunteer to lead a new network if Wolfgang Mackiewitz did not want to do so.  

Liverpool University Press was planning to launch a publication on European Language policy.  His would cover research areas and activities carried out by TNP.  

It was agreed that there could be scope to bid for funding in the area of language identity and/or migration once the seventh framework call was issued.  

3. Subject Centre activity 06-07

A report had been sent in advance of the meeting but there was insufficient time for discussion

4. CILT priorities 2007-10

IM pointed out that their priorities are given to them by the DfES and would include

14-19

Key Stage 3

Primary Education

Business education

CILT were also planning to submit a bid to the DfES for to carry out work in the area of Community Languages

IM reported that a new version of Languages Work would be published

5. Any other business
No items were taken under AOB

6. Date of the next meeting

This has been scheduled for 1 May 2007 at Southampton
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