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Views from undergraduates 

returning from period of residence abroad

The following quotations on undergraduates’ experience of a period of residence abroad came from work carried out by the Interculture Project at the University of Lancaster.(www.lancs.ac.uk/users/interculture/) Permission to use these quotations has come from Caroline Clapham, University of Lancaster.  

To what extent were your expectations about your Year Abroad fulfilled?

· My language skills improved immensely – made lots of friends – understood and appreciated the French way of life.   
(France)

· Before - the normal French stereotypes (e.g ... ).  Now - I’ve never felt more welcome or at home anywhere.  
  (France)

· Totally. Language improved greatly.  Met loads of people from different backgrounds.  
        (Québec, Canada)

· Totally – I had an excellent time and improved my French.
 (Belgium)

· Entirely – I had an excellent time. 
    (Spain)

· The language aspect was totally fulfilled, but I also had a much better time socially than I had anticipated.  
    (Spain)

· I had been dreading it, but ended up not wanting to come back! 


(Argentina)

What was the best aspect of your Year Abroad?

· Meeting so many people; gaining respect for fitting in so well even though I wasn’t French.
  (France)

· Meeting ‘real live’ French people; the food; improving my language – I can’t choose just one aspect.
(France)

· The friendships I made with a group of locals.  
(Québec, Canada)

· Camaraderie – meeting new people and visiting new places.


(Québec, Canada)

· The success of finding a job, performing, arranging concerts by telephone, being on T.V.
    (Spain)

· The friends I made who I am still in touch with.
    (Spain)

· The people I met, and the friends I made.
      (Italy)

Have your views about the country/people now changed?
· I thought the people there would be a little distant from newcomers like myself.  They were actually the most welcoming, generous, friendly people I have ever met.
       (Québec, Canada)

· Social life, the things I learnt in my social work courses. 
   (Spain)

Do you feel that your Year Abroad has changed you?

· Have much more confidence – respect myself more – proud of myself for coping so well alone.  
  (France)

· More mature, with real motivation for my French studies, broadened horizons; hopes for the future are more realistic and very France-orientated.     
(France)

· More confident, more tolerant of others and their ideas.     


 (Québec, Canada)

· More confident.
 (Belgium)

· I feel so much more confident now.
          (Germany)

· I have matured a lot, have a different outlook on life, especially with a view to working abroad.
          (Germany)

· It has given me more confidence and an incentive to work hard in my studies this year.  In addition it has broadened my outlook.
 (Germany)

· More confident, less shy.
(Spain)

· It has given me more confidence about moving to Spain to live. 
(Spain)

· I am much more open-minded and I have become more settled since my return.   
    (Spain)

· I feel more confident in myself and more independent and prepared to face the world.
         (Argentina)

· I have more confidence now. 
       (Italy)

Other comments

· It passed far too quickly and I honestly wish it never had to end.
(France)

· Shows you can cope by yourself.  Develops your characteristics and personality.  
        (Québec, Canada)

· I would highly recommend it to anybody.  It gives you the opportunity of a life-time – at a young age to go abroad and ‘test the water’.  It’s also a great vocational experience.  (This student worked in a steel wire manufacturing company.)
          (Germany)

· Had the best time ever; came back to (my university) refreshed and ready to work really hard on my finals.  
    (Spain)

· It was so good I’m going back next year to live there permanently



(Spain)

· It is not only a valuable academic experience, but also a tremendous personal learning experience.  
    (Spain)

· I have established links in Spain, and have teaching experience, which will help in the future.
    (Spain)

· I wish to go and work in Italy.      
       (Italy)
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