Marketing Area Studies Pack: Presentation Notes


Marketing Area Studies Powerpoint Presentation: Notes
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Produced by the Subject Centre for

Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies


You may wish to substitute the name of your area e.g. African for Area in the title. If you replace the Subject Centre logo with that of your institution we would be grateful if you would retain the acknowledgement at the bottom of the slide “Produced by …”

Useful articles on Area Studies can be found at:

http://www.lang.ltsn.ac.uk/as/areastudents.html
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What Studies?

Area Studies are usually described

by a geographical 

area

 e.g. African

Studies, Latin American Studies, so

you just pick a part of the world,

find a course and away you go...

Africa 

•

 

America 

•

 

Asia 

•

 

Australia 

•

Canada 

•

 

Caribbean 

•

 

China 

•

 

Europe 

•

Japan 

•

 

Korea 

•

 

Latin America 

•

 

Middle

East 

•

 

Russia 

•

 

Scandinavia 

•

 

South-

East Asia


With this slide you can make it clear also that students won’t find any degree programme entitled ‘Area Studies’ but that this is the name for a type of degree and that most programmes are defined by a geographical area, e.g. to study Africa look for African Studies. In the slides for a particular area examples of (your) degree programmes can be included.

Figures from UCAS on applications by subject etc. at: http://www.ucas.ac.uk/figures/
For a fuller description of Area Studies see the Area Studies benchmarking statement www.qaa.ac.uk
If you have replaced Area with the title of your area you may wish to delete this slide or adapt it to include information on that area, e.g. what countries in Africa your course covers or what European Studies includes.
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Why me?

Area Studies courses are as

varied as the people who study them.

The Independent newspaper said that

Area Studies students are:

hip 

•

 

lively 

•

 

focused 

•

 

highly

motivated 

•

 

politically aware 

•

mature 

• 

very interested  

•

 

committed

•

 

adventurous 

•

 

risk-takers 

•

undaunted by a  difficult challenge!

And you?


The articles from which these quotes are taken can be found at www.

They include American Studies, Middle Eastern and African Studies, European Studies, Latin American Studies, Russian and East European Studies…

You may wish, therefore to only include the student attributes associated with your area

You could ask students to guess what type of people might be interested in Area/your area Studies before you show them the slide.
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Are you keen...

 Area Studies courses are 

interdisciplinary

or 

multidisciplinary. 

This means that in

order to get to know an area of the world

you will study a variety of different

disciplines (subjects)

 

to find out about the

culture, society and language of the area as

well as its political and economic situation.

...on several of the subjects you

are studying but don’t want to

have to choose between them?

So with Area Studies you really can have

your cake and eat it too!


You may wish to unpack the terms interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary in a way that will be more accessible to young people, or delete them altogether. What you may wish to emphasise is that these type of degree can be very broad and will suit students with wide interests esp. now that they are doing more AS levels..

You may also invite listeners to talk about their own interests and which they would like to pursue. Alternatively you might like to invite them to suggest which subjects contribute to Area/your area studies.

For more on interdisciplinarity see: www.lang.ltsn.ac.uk/as/arealinks.html#interdis
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So it’s not just

Geography then?

Geography then?

Not at all! An Area Studies course

can cover a wide range of subjects:

Literature  

•

 

History  

•

 

Politics 

•

Economics  

• 

 

Foreign Languages  

•

Anthropology 

• 

Music  

• 

Film … oh,

and Geography might come into it too!


Any others? Should business go in there?

Should there be more details?

Anthropology may need to be explained.
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Are you thinking…

What about a career in international

business, law, journalism or politics?

An Area Studies programme could be just

what you are looking for to hone your

knowledge and skills as preparation for your

career in an increasingly global market in

which companies are operating all over the

world and there is a more mobile workforce.

...about your future career

prospects?

Would you like to work abroad or on behalf

of another country?


You may wish/need to describe what this knowledge and these skills might be, e.g. [knowledge] what is Third World debt, why is the USA the major economic power in the world today, the politics of the EU.

[skills] linguistic, communication, negotiation, intercultural awareness...
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But will it get me a job?

Most probably, yes

Because an Area Studies course is

essentially 

multi-disciplinary

 (you study

several different subjects) you acquire a

wide-range of knowledge and skills which

gives you plenty of options when choosing a

career.

Employers may be particularly impressed

by your experience abroad, by your

communication skills or by your multi-

culturalism.


It would be useful to have some information about what employers might be looking for in a graduate with this type of background.

Any information you have on graduate careers in your area could be inserted here. If you have contacts with employers through work placements etc. it might be useful to ask them for a few soundbites on what they value in your students/graduates
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Such as?

law 

•

 

the media 

•

 

accountancy 

•

marketing 

•

 

advertising 

•

 

business 

•

teaching 

•

 

European Commission 

•

journalism 

•

 

publishing 

•

 

Civil Service 

•

Diplomatic Service 

•

 

the City 

•

marketing 

•

 

financial services 

•

 

industry

•

 

NGOs 

•

 

international organisations

banking 

•

 

new media 

•

 

translating

There is a wide-range of career

paths that will be open to you


It would be interesting for students to see a few profiles of past students - what they studied, what they are doing now and how they felt their degree contributed to their employment.

If you can get quotes from students about what they hope to do as a career and why they chose Area/your area studies they could be inserted here.

Any high profile media person, politician etc. who has studied your area would be also worth mentioning at this point.

You may also wish to ask your audience what their career aspirations are before you show the slide.
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Are you excited…

Human beings have always been keen

travellers and traders, but having a good

understanding of the culture of the places

they visit, settle in and trade with is vital (as

past wars and struggles have shown).

… about the prospect of finding out

 about and possibly seeing the world?

Area Studies offers you the chance to be a

wise traveller or trader, to see the world from

your armchair and for real too!


Without getting too polemical it may be useful to encourage the audience to reflect on their experiences of travel and how they reacted to the cultures they have experienced. Also to explore bigger questions of colonialism and its effect on our society and on that of others e.g. the slave trade.

The potential for travel is a big selling point for some students, but could frighten off the more timid ones who may be daunted by the prospect of a trip to Africa, so it may be worth mentioning that travel is not always compulsory.

Some may also be put off by the costs of travel to non-European destinations so it might be useful to mention any schemes you know about to help with this or to highlight the possibility of making contact with communities from the area being studied who are resident in the UK.

More on residence abroad can be found at: www.lang.ltsn.ac.uk/abroad/
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Are you bold...

...enough to go where you have

never been before?

Area Studies degrees often involve some

time working or studying abroad

“

Going to university was amazing but

going to Mexico was the best experience in

my entire life – it was absolutely fantastic”

“It was the Mexican culture and generally

being in such a fantastic country – it was

just so different to being in the UK”


The benefit of being adventurous is worth emphasising for those who see this as appealing.

It may be worth asking them where they have travelled and where they most dream of going and why?

Any quotes from students in you area can replace those given.

Item 8 in the pack contains more quotes that can be added here
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Are you curious...

… about yourself and your own

culture?

Believe it or not, studying other cultures is

the best way of finding out about your own

as you will look at your own culture from

another perspective.

“It’s enriching – you develop yourself”

“It opens your mind to understanding other

people but it also affects you in your own

life, you learn to get on with your

surroundings – you become less

judgemental

”


This is a tricky one which undergraduates probably only realise once they have returned from being abroad or are nearing the end of their studies, so it may need some extra explanation along the lines of looking at what we think of as ‘normal’ in our society/culture and what happens when we go to other cultures where there version of normal is slightly or completely different. You could ask the students to talk about what they have found strange on their travels and what travellers may find strange here.

Item 8 in the pack contains more quotes that can be added here
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Are you passionate...

…about the languages of the world

and the societies who speak them?

Language skills are vital in a multilingual and

multicultural market place. The UK trades

with over 200 countries

 worldwide

 (Source:

Trade Partners UK, 2002)

or to make new friends:

‘Being bilingual means that you can chat up

girls in another language!” (Source: student)


The ‘added value’ of a language learning experience is worth emphasising (even if languages are not normally part of your area of study). Most universities offer language courses and these are generally popular as a means of adding something extra to a degree. You could talk about the way in which learning a language helps you see things from a different perspective, helps you to create relationships with others (not just sexual ones, of course) and helps in the job market where open-mindedness, good communication and the ability to work internationally are valued.
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What students say about Area Studies

All quotes are taken from the

Independent’s A-Z of degrees

“

I couldn’t decide between English, History

and Politics, but this way I was able to do a

bit of all of them.” (American Studies)

“I chose the subject because I wanted to

study languages but also to make my degree

more diverse.” (European Studies)

“I loved my degree. I really got into film…I

went to South America - to Venezuela,

Columbia, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. It

was an amazing year.” (Latin American

Studies)


These quotes come from the Independent at www. You may wish, of course to add your own as they relate to your area. You might also wish to talk about why you took up the study of your area.
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What students say about Area Studies

All quotes are taken from the

Independent’s A-Z of degrees

“When you come on the course this whole

world of new culture and language and

vibrancy opens up for you…and it’s really

exciting.” (African Studies)

“I loved the combination of language,

history and literature --we’ve covered all the

main writers. For my final year I did

Bulgarian from scratch: it’s another skill”

(Russian and East European Studies)
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And if you still

need convincing…

need convincing…

Taking an area studies course means

Maximum Choice

There are many areas and courses to choose

from

Maximum Experience

There are lots of personal benefits

Maximum Career Prospects

You will be very employable

Maximum Fun

It’s certainly not all work and no play!


This list can be added to or adapted to your target audience. You may wish to poll listeners as to how interested they might be in thinking about a degree in your or another area. It may also be useful to find out what they are planning to do (if not an area) to give yourself an idea of what the most popular degree courses are (e.g. single discipline v multi-discipline)
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Are you keen... 

 Area Studies courses are interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary. This means that in order to get to know an area of the world you will study a variety of different disciplines (subjects) to find out about the culture, society and language of the area as well as its political and economic situation. 

...on several of the subjects you 

are studying but don’t want to

have to choose between them? 

So with Area Studies you really can have your cake and eat it too!



You may wish to unpack the terms interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary in a way that will be more accessible to yourng people, or delete them altogether. What you may wish to emphasise is that these type of degree can be very broad and will suit students with wide interests esp. now that they are doing more AS levels..

You may also invite listeners to talk about their own interests and which they would like to pursue. Alternatively you might like to invite them to suggest which subjects contribute to Area/your area studies.

For more on interdisciplinarity follow these links:
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Such as?

law • the media • accountancy • marketing • advertising • business • teaching • European Commission • journalism • publishing • Civil Service • Diplomatic Service • the City • marketing • financial services • industry • NGOs • international organisations banking • new media • translating

 

There is a wide-range of career 

paths that will be open to you



It would be interesting for students to see a few profiles of past students - what they studied, what they are doing now and how they felt their degree contributed to their employment.

If you can get quotes from students about what they hope to do as a career and why they chose Area/your area studies they could be inserted here.

Any high profile media person, politician etc. who has studied your area would be also worth mentioning at this point.

You may also wish to ask your audience what their career aspirations are before you show the slide.
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Are you bold...

...enough to go where you have

never been before?

Area Studies degrees often involve some time working or studying abroad

“Going to university was amazing but going to Mexico was the best experience in my entire life – it was absolutely fantastic”

“It was the Mexican culture and generally being in such a fantastic country – it was just so different to being in the UK”



The benefit of being adventurous is worth emphasising for those who see this as appealing.

It may be worth asking them where they have travelled and where they most dream of going and why?

Any quotes from students in you area can replace those given.
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Area Studies courses often include the opportunity to perfect the languages you know or to learn a new one that may help to get a job:

Are you passionate...

…about the languages of the world

and the societies who speak them? 

Language skills are vital in a multilingual and multicultural market place. The UK trades with over 200 countries worldwide (Source: Trade Partners UK, 2002)

or to make new friends:

‘Being bilingual means that you can chat up girls in another language!” (Source: student)



The ‘added value’ of a language learning experience is worth emphasising (even if languages are not normally part of your area of study). Most universities offer language courses and these are generally popular as a means of adding something extra to a degree. You could talk about the way in which learning a language helps you see things from a different perspective, helps you to create relationships with others (not just sexual ones, of course) and helps in the job market where open-mindedness, good communication and the ability to work internationally are valued.
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What students say about Area Studies

All quotes are taken from the 

Independent’s A-Z of degrees

“When you come on the course this whole world of new culture and language and vibrancy opens up for you…and it’s really exciting.” (African Studies)

“I loved the combination of language, history and literature --we’ve covered all the main writers. For my final year I did Bulgarian from scratch: it’s another skill” (Russian and East European Studies)
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And if you still

need convincing…

Taking an area studies course means

Maximum Choice

There are many areas and courses to choose from

Maximum Experience

There are lots of personal benefits

Maximum Career Prospects

You will be very employable

Maximum Fun

It’s certainly not all work and no play!



This list can be added to or adapted to your target audience. You may wish to poll listeners as to how interested they might be in thinking about a degree in your or another area. It may also be useful to find out what they are planning to do (if not an area) to give yourself an idea of what the most popular degree courses are (e.g. single discipline v multi discipline)
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What students say about Area Studies

All quotes are taken from the 

Independent’s A-Z of degrees

“I couldn’t decide between English, History and Politics, but this way I was able to do a bit of all of them.” (American Studies)

“I chose the subject because I wanted to study languages but also to make my degree more diverse.” (European Studies)

“I loved my degree. I really got into film…I went to South America - to Venezuela, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. It was an amazing year.” (Latin American Studies)



These quotes come from the Independent at www. You may wish, of course to add your own as they relate to your area. You might also wish to talk about why you took up the study of your area.
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Are you curious...

… about yourself and your own

culture?

Believe it or not, studying other cultures is the best way of finding out about your own as you will look at your own culture from another perspective.

“It’s enriching – you develop yourself”

“It opens your mind to understanding other people but it also affects you in your own life, you learn to get on with your surroundings – you become less judgemental”



This is a tricky one which undergraduates probably only realise once they have returned from being abroad or are nearing the end of their studies, so it may need some extra explanation along the lines of looking at what we think of as ‘normal’ in our society/culture and what happens when we go to other cultures where there version of normal is slightly or completely different. You could ask the students to talk about what they have found strange on their travels and what travellers may find strange here.
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Are you excited…

Human beings have always been keen travellers and traders, but having a good understanding of the culture of the places they visit, settle in and trade with is vital (as past wars and struggles have shown).

… about the prospect of finding out

 about and possibly seeing the world? 

Area Studies offers you the chance to be a wise traveller or trader, to see the world from your armchair and for real too!



Without getting too polemical it may be useful to encourage the audience to reflect on their experiences of travel and how they reacted to the cultures they have experienced. Also to explore bigger questions of colonialism and its effect on our society and on that of others e.g. the slave trade.



The potential for travel is a big selling point for some students, but could frighten off the more timid ones who may be daunted by the prospect of a trip to Africa, so it may be worth mentioning that travel is not always compulsory.

Some may also be put off by the costs of travel to non-European destinations so it might be useful to mention any schemes you know about to help with this or to highlight the possibility of making contact with communities from the area being studied who are resident in the UK.

Facts and figures relating to the perceived value of residence abroad can be found at www. (Jim Coleman stuff)
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Are you thinking…

What about a career in international business, law, journalism or politics?





An Area Studies programme could be just what you are looking for to hone your knowledge and skills as preparation for your career in an increasingly global market in which companies are operating all over the world and there is a more mobile workforce. 

...about your future career 

prospects?  

Would you like to work abroad or on behalf of another country?



You may wish/need to describe what this knowledge and these skills might be, e.g. [knowledge] what is Third World debt, why is the USA the major economic power in the world today, the politics of the EU.

[skills] linguistic, communication, negotiation, intercultural awareness...
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But will it get me a job?

Most probably, yes

Because an Area Studies course is essentially multi-disciplinary (you study several different subjects) you acquire a wide-range of knowledge and skills which gives you plenty of options when choosing a career.

Employers may be particularly impressed by your experience abroad, by your communication skills or by your multi-culturalism.



It would be useful to have some information about what employers might be looking for in a graduate with this type of background.

Any information you have on graduate careers in your area could be inserted here. If you have contacts with employers through work placements etc. it might be useful to ask them for a few soundbites on what they value in your students/graduates
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So it’s not just  

Geography then?

Not at all! An Area Studies course 

can cover a wide range of subjects: 

Literature  • History  • Politics • Economics  •  Foreign Languages  • Anthropology • Music  • Film … oh, and Geography might come into it too!



Any others? Should business go in there?

Should there be more details?

Anthropology may need to be explained.
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What Studies?

Area Studies are usually described by a geographical area e.g. African Studies, Latin American Studies, so you just pick a part of the world, find a course and away you go...

Africa • America • Asia • Australia • Canada • Caribbean • China • Europe • Japan • Korea • Latin America • Middle East • Russia • Scandinavia • South-East Asia



With this slide you can make it clear also that students won’t find any degree programme entitled ‘Area Studies’ but that this is the name for a type of degree and that most programmes are defined by a geographical area, e.g. to study Africa look for African Studies. In the slides for a particular area examples of (your) degree programmes can be included.

Figures from UCAS

For a fuller description of Area Studies see the Area Studies benchmarking statement www.qaa.ac.uk

If you have replaced Area with the title of your area you may wish to delete this slide or adapt it to include information on that area, e.g..what countries in Africa your course covers
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Why me?

Area Studies courses are as 

varied as the people who study them.

The Independent newspaper said that Area Studies students are:

hip • lively • focused • highly motivated • politically aware • mature • very interested  • committed • adventurous • risk-takers • 

undaunted by a  difficult challenge!

And you?



The articles from which these quotes are taken can be found at www.

They include American Studies, Middle Eastern and African Studies, European Studies, Latin American Studies, Russian and East European Studies…

You may wish, therefore to only include the student attributes associated with your area

You could ask students to guess what type of people might be interested in Area/your area Studies before you show them







\\\\\\\\\\\\







_1084796217.ppt


Why in the w    rld should anyone do a degree in Area Studies?

Produced by the Subject Centre for 

Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies



You may wish to substitute the name of your area e.g. African for Area in the title. If you replace the Subject Centre logo with that of your institution we would be grateful if you would retain the acknowledgement at the bottom of the slide “Produced by …”

Useful articles on the political value of Area Studies can be found at:
























